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International Tourism – where we are today



Standstill of travellers and tourism workers…



… but not of tourism developement!



Leave noone behind?

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/goal-10/

Oxfam: The Inequality Virus

ILO 2021 (below)



Vulnerabilities of tourism due to COVID



• Tourism as share of GDP
• International tourism as share from total tourism
• Tourism as share of total exports

• Products exposition to the specific external shock

Factors increasing the vulnerability to external shocks



The tourism-SDGs are not adressing this vulnerabilities

SDG 8.9 
By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote 

sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local 

culture and products.

Indicator 8.9.1
tourism direct GDP as a proportion of total GDP and in 

growth rate

Indicator 8.9.2
No. of jobs in tourism industries as a proportion of 

total jobs and growth rate of jobs, by sex



• Sim 3: 75% reduction of tourism in countries with 
low vaccination rates, and a 37% reduction in 
countries with high vaccine rates

• Reduction in tourism causes a 5.5% rise in 
unemployment of unskilled labour on average, 
with a high variance of 0% to 15%, depending on 
the importance of tourism for the economy

COVID 19 and Tourism – Study by UNCTAD and UNWTO

Estimated losses in GDP from reduction of 

tourism (%): UNCTAD based on GTAP 

simulation, June 2021 



Vaccination is the path to recovery

High vaccine rates = high trust of 

tourists

High vaccine rates = stable 

hospital situation 



Connection with non-tourism goals

SDG 3.8
Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk 

protection, access to quality essential health-care 

services and access to safe, effective, quality and 

affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all

Target 3.b

Support the research and development of vaccines and 

medicines for the communicable and non-communicable 

diseases that primarily affect developing countries, 

provide access to affordable essential medicines and 

vaccines…



World Risk Report WEF 2021



Climate Vulnerability Index for Tourism

Stefan Gössling, Michael Hall, Daniel Scott (2019): 
Global tourism vulnerability to climate change



Transforming Tourism



Declaración de Berlín: Transformar el Turismo

“No es posible transformar nuestro mundo 
sin transformar el turismo.“

”La inclusion específica del turismo en la Agenda 2030 es una demonstración de lo 
relevante que es el sector, pero al mismo tiempo conlleva la obligación de transformar el 
actual modelo de negocio que es incompatible con el desarrollo sostenible.”

Further reading: www.transforming-tourism.org

http://www.transforming-tourism.org/


Weaknesses of tourism-related SDGs

• Vague formulation of goals and indicators 

• Unduly focussed on growth, lack of regulation -> Measuring the growth of 
tourism per se and not in how far tourism is contributing to sustainable 
development & local well-being

• Resilience was not a big topic in 2015 SDG-formulation and vulnerability of 
tourism (or other export-oriented economies) was not mentioned at all.

• Cherry picking of easy achievable goals and indicators is possible, need for a 
holistic approach – factoring in local and global impacts. 

• Instead of promoting the development of tourism per se, the influencing factors 
that contribute to the transformation of the sector must be identified.

 Is the 2030 agenda the right tool to take government and other stakeholders 
accountable?



Allign 2030 agenda with other instruments of international law

2030 Agenda 
and Sustainable 

Devlopment 
Goals

UNFCCC 
Climate 
Change 

Governance

International 
Human 
Rights 

Framework

• 92% of all SDGs are connected with human 
rights conventions and rules
La guía de los derechos humanos a los ODS

https://sdg.humanrights.dk/es

• UNFCCC / Paris Agreement- binding 
international treaty for emission- reduction

• 2030 Agenda can bridge and intermediate 
between the two other agreements. -> but it 
can’t substitute them.

https://sdg.humanrights.dk/es


Building forward better

Building resilience creates hope for a brighter and safer future in which crises are 

proactively prevented and managed. This saves lives, protects livelihoods and contributes 

to the well-being of communities, societies and ultimately, our planet. 

UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed, Oct. 2021



A destination model for the future

Adding value

- Expenditure by market

- Low-carbon products 
(activities, local food)

- Emission levies

Lowering carbon

- Average distance 
travelled

- Transport efficiencies

- Transport modal shifts

- Length of stay

Reducing leakage

- Platform economy

- Bonus programmes

- Payment systems

- Franchises

High-value, 

low-carbon, 

resilient 

tourism

Gössling, S. and Higham, J. 2020. The low 

carbon imperative: Destination management 

under urgent climate change. Journal of 

Travel Research, 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0047287520933679



Transforming Tourism

= low carbon 

= high-benefit  Tourism in the future 

= resilient

= high carbon 

= low-benefit Tourism today

=  highly reliant 

= upskilling, enterpreneurial training, product diversification
= domestic tourism, transport modal shift
= low-ressouce development, low carbon products
= co-existence with other economic sectors
= tourism as additional income
= disaster-preparedness
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